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life   of   form,   to   surrender  all   life  that
belongs to the lower world, surrounded by
triumphant  foes who mock him,   the last
horror  of great darkness   envelopes him,
and in the darkness he meets all the forces
of evil;   his   inner  vision  is   blinded,  he
finds himself alone, utterly alone, till the
strong heart, sinking in despair, cries out
to    the    Father    who    seems    to    have
abandoned him, and the human soul faces,
in uttermost loneliness, the crushing agony
of apparent defeat.    Yet, summoning all
the strength of the " unconquerable spirit,"
the lower life is yielded up,  its death is
willingly embraced,  the body of desire is
abandoned,   and   the   Initiate   " descends
into hell," that no region of the universe
he is to help may remain untrodden by
him, that none may be too outcast to be
reached  by his all-embracing love.    And
then   springing  upwards   from   the   dark-
ness,  he sees the light once  more,  feels
himself again as the Son, inseparable from
the Father whose he is, rises to  the life
that   knows   no   ending,   radiant   in   the
consciousness  of death   faced   and  over-
come,   strong  to   help  to   the  uttermost